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A Fabulous Flight:

Medical Students Board Plane to Australia Together

Walking up to the Tim Horton’s at
Gate D53 at the Vancouver Interna-
tional Airport on January 6 was the
beginning of a four-year journey for a
group of Canadians.

Together, they boarded the flight to
Sydney, embarking on their trek to
Brisbane to start the medical program
at the University of Queensland.

As part of OzTREKK's services,

a group flight was organized for
students slated to begin their studies
at an Australian university in January
- 33 of whom are first year medical
students at UQ.

Though nerves were high as they
left family and friends in Canada, the
group also had the opportunity to en-
joy the flight to their new beginnings.

OzTREKK Medical Admissions Of-
ficer, Alison Simser, was also on the
flight.

Alison has been working with the
medical students for months, and she
says it was a rewarding experience to

meet the UQ medical students at the
airport, and to be with them as they
started this exciting new chapter.

“It was great to chat with them about
what was going through their minds
as they anticipated what was in store
for them in Australia and their medical
studies,” she says, adding that, for
her, watching the students brought
the UQ MBBS admissions process full
circle.

“Finally boarding their plane (after
many months of preparations) to
whisk them away to commence this
important event in their lives, is like
the cherry on top of the cake - for
them - but for me, too!”

And while the trek over was not
without its misadventures - including
plane delays, airplane turbulence, and
lost luggage - Alison says it made for
the perfect icebreaker.

“They really worked together to help
each other out, and kept each other
laughing.”
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UQ Medical School
2011 Applications:
Now Open

OzTREKK wants to let all of their interested
students know that the University of
Queensland Bachelor of Medicine/Bachelor
of Surgery Applications for the 2011 Intake
are now being accepted!
Applicants can complete an online
application by visiting OzTREKK'’s UQ
Medical School webpage, and we will guide
you through the application process. We will
also help answer any questions you may
have about the program, including entry
requirements and campus information.
To get a quick, five-minute tutorial,
OzTREKK’s Matt Miernik has outlined
the application process in a video.

To see the video - click here!

Applications now opan for
2011 Intake.

Apply direcily via O:TREKE
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JCU Med Student Utilizes Agency Services

After fourth-year James Cook Uni-

versity medical student Marco Vis-
comi first learned about the services
provided by the HealthForceOntario
Marketing and Recruitment Agency in
last month’s edition of The OzTREK-
KER, he wanted to learn more.

“l am 99.9 per cent sure that | want
to get into family medicine in Canada
when it comes time to applying for
residency,” he says. “l am interested in
knowing what | should be doing now
and in the near future in order to make
my applications into Canadian family
medicine residency competitive.”

OzTREKK guided Viscomi to contact
the HealthForceOntario Marketing and
Recruitment Agency to learn about
his options following graduation from
medical school at James Cook Univer-
sity in Townsville, Australia.

Coincidentally, the Canadian student
was back home visiting family in To-
ronto during the holidays at this time,
so he made an appointment with the
Agency located in Toronto.

Wanting to return to Canada to
practise family medicine, JCU
medical student Marco Vascomi
has already started his research.

Entering his fourth year of the six-year
medical program at JCU, Viscomi has
been diligent to ensure he has all his
questions answered before beginning
his journey home to Canada from Aus-
tralia, and says his appointment with
the agency was worthwhile.

“The HealthForceOntario Access
Centre was great in that they showed
me what the exact pathway was in
order for me to come back to Canada
to practise medicine,” he says. “While
I knew most of the information already
just from my own research, it was nice
to have this all on paper and given to
me by a representative who obviously
handles all sorts of other students
applying to come back to Canada, and
such students are not just coming back
from Australia!”

Want to learn about Marco’s
experiences studying at JCU?
Visit OzZTREKK's blog!

www.oztrekk.com e info@oztrekk.com e« 1-866-698-7355



http://www.oztrekk.com/blog/

Class of 2013

Canadians beginning their first year of medical
school at the University of Queensland who
applied through OzTREKK were greeted their
first day on campus with an OzTREKK barbecue!

Alison’s Aussie Adventures

When Alison Simser of OzTREKK headed to Australia last month, she travelled on
her own to Melbourne and Sydney for a week following the orientation sessions at UQ.
Here’s a snapshot of her time spent in Australia:

How did you feel saying goodbye to your Medical Students?

After working with students for a good part of the year, you really get to know them
and truly want to see them happy with the choice they’ve made. The last time | saw the
students was at the UQ MBBS Orientation BBQ, where | was able to say goodbye and
good luck! By this time everyone had already met one another at many social functions
held by OzTREKK, so many students had already developed close friendships - and
this was great to watch! They were busy planning future get-togethers and exchanging
e-mails and phone numbers. Everyone was eager to start studies and the excitement
about their new Aussie experiences was contagious!

After your time at UQ, you headed to Melbourne for a first time. What was your
favorite part?

Melbourne is often voted tops for most liveable city in the world - | now can see why.

| can’t deny that a Melbourne highlight was the shopping. With the Docklands, the
Queen Victoria Market, Southgate, the Block Arcade and Bourke Street Mall - it's any
girl’s vision of heaven! You can even take chocoholic tours - shopping and chocolate -
it really doesn’t get much better!

While it may be hard to venture out of such a fantastic city - the day trips from
Melbourne are truly must-sees! Seeing the Little Penguins come ashore on Summer-
land Beach on Phillip Island was endearing. If you truly want your breath taken away
though, head to the Great Ocean Road! You really feel as though you are living in a
postcard.




University News

Latest updates from our Uni Partners

Aussie and Canuck duo collaborate on win

University of Newcastle engineering student Chris Rowe recently
joined forces with Josie Fung from the University of Toronto to
work together in an international energy competition, and ultimate-
ly walking away with the top prize.

Competing in the Vestas Winnovation Challenge in Denmark, the
pair faced 40 finalists from 13 countries. Chris’s winning concept
involved creating a synergy between hydro-electric and wind-
generated power. He returned to Australian with $10,000 in prize
money toward a round-the-world trip, and has been invited back to
Denmark to meet Vestas’ President of Technology R&D.

Good on ya!

Solar Success at Monash

Monash University has installed a large network of solar panels

at its Clayton campus as part of its commitment to reducing its
carbon footprint.

The photovoltaic array is believed to be the largest at any Austra-
lian university and is capable of generating about 100,000 kWh of
electricity a year - enough to power 25 average-sized homes.

The 416 solar panels are installed on the roof of the Campus Cen-
tre and the power the panels produce is fed back into the campus’
electricity grid.

Going to Macquarie this year?

We've received a lot of feedback regarding accommodation acces-
sibility for Macquarie University, so we were pleased to see the
university recently highlight its accommodation website.

Students can get a better glimpse of the on-campus accommoda-
tion, including a virtual video tour, as well as a thorough overview
of the ammenities included and excluded with each facility.
Macquarie also provides information regarding temporary accom-
modation, as well as tips on looking for off-campus housing.

OzTREKK'’s Matt Miernik (back middle) and Alison Simser (far right)
hosted a barbecue for Bond University law students on January 11.
Students include Phillipa Goddard, Alexandra Erickson, Andrew
Wood, Timothy Lockhart, Seth Freedman, Sheila Lee, Letizia
Filippazzo and Krystal Bentivoglio.

OzTREKK’s Events

Bond University hosts Canadian Info Sessions
As spring inches our way, students are wrapping up final
exams, which always leads to their plans for the future.
This is the perfect opportunity to look at your study options
in Australia, which is why Bond University’s Lachlan Grant
will host information sessions in March across Canada.
OzTREKK Director Matt Miernik will accompany Lachlan,
and Matt will be available to answer questions related to the
application and pre-departure phases for Canadian students.
If you want to learn more about Bond University, check out
the below dates and locations of the upcoming Canadian
information sessions:

Wednesday, March 3, 2010
Event: York University Fair
Time: 10 a.m. —4 p.m.
Venue: Stong Dining Hall

Event: Toronto Information Sessions
Time: 7 p.m.
Venue: Elgin Room, Sheraton Centre,
Toronto, 123 Queen St. W.
Toronto

Thursday, March 4, 2010
Event: University of Western Ontario Information Booth
Time: 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Venue: Atrium, University Community Centre (UCC)
University of Western Ontario
London, Ontario

Event: York University Information Session
Time: 6-7 p.m.
Venue: TBC

Friday, March 5, 2010
Event: Vancouver Interview Session
Time: 1-4 p.m.
Venue: Lobby, North Tower, Sheraton
Vancouver Wall Centre, 1088 Burrard Street
Vancouver, B.C.

Saturday, March 6, 2010
Event: Vancouver Information Session
Time: 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Venue: C225, UBC Robson Square Campus
800 Robson St.
Vancouver, B.C.

Residency and Internship Seminars
Students who have applied to the University of Queensland’s
Bachelor of Medicine/Bachelor of Surgery program will have

the opportunity to learn more about their options following
graduation from the medical program in Australia.

For the first time last year, OzTREKK hosted residency and
internship seminars across the country, where applicants and
their family members were invited to attend. These seminars

are slated to take place once again this June, so stay tuned

for further information!
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